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Jonathan Culler made the first attempt
to assimilate French structuralism to an
Anglo-American critical perspective in Struc-
turalist Poetics (1975). He accepts the premise
that linguistics affords the best model of
knowledge for the humanities and social
sciences. However, he prefers Noam
Chomsky’s distinction between ‘competence’
and ‘performance’ to Saussure’s between
‘langue’ and ‘parole.’ The notion of ‘compe-
tence’ has the advantage of being closely
associated with the speaker of a language;
Chomsky showed that the starting-point for
an understanding of language was the native
speaker’s ability to produce and compre-
hend well-formed sentences on the basis of
an unconsciously assimilated knowledge of
the language system. Culler brings out the

significance of this perspective for literary

theory : ‘the real object of poetics is not the
work itself but its intelligibility.
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e ol @{s)dl Aseu-iell dysd © 333
Sl Rald 2qAR AL daasdl aus
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telligibility) €.
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