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All about us flourishes the new illiteracy, the illiteracy of
those who can read short words or words of hatred and
tawdriness but cannot grasp the meaning of language
when it is in a condition of beauty or of truth. ‘ I should
like to believe, writes one of finest modern critics, ‘that
there is a clear proof of the need, in our particular society a
greater need than ever before, for both scholars and critics
to do a particular job of work: the job of putting the
audience into a responsive relation with the work of art:
to do the job of intermediatory” Not to judge or to
anamotize, but to mediate.

Only through the critic’'s constant anguished
recognition of the distance which separates his craft from
that of the poet, can such mediation be accomplished.

It is a love made lucid through bitterness: it looks on
miracles of creative genius, discards their principles of
being, exhibits these to the public, yet knows it has no

part, or merely the slightest, in their actual creation.



— George Steiner

For, in the long run, whatever the poet’s sphilosophy,s
however wide may be the extension of his meaning & like
Milton’s ptolemaic universe in which he didn’t believe &
by his language shall you know him; the quality of his
language is the valid limit of what he has to say.

— Allen Tate

A work of art has in it no idea which is separable from

the form.
—T.]. Everets
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Beautiful Shadow

Beautiful shadow, cool, fastidious,

that follows substance like a wife or child,
You push the world a stage away from us
And you are all that from the huge and wild
Riotous abandon of the exodus

Of colour and of shape remain for us.

I do not think you the ridiculous

Follower or yes-man of the old.

Lying phenomena that the eyes unfold.

But rather shy and quiet and moving here
In your cool tracks like a soft-stepping deer
And in your inner darkness burning all
False decoration from the actual.
Therefore remain with me, fine shadow, for
You are the ending of a metaphor

And all aesthetics gather round you till,
Thus loving you, I find you at the end
Beyond the anguish of the ethical,

my best follower and my truest friend.

—Jain Crichton Smith (New Poets 1959)
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