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THE TOP FAMOUS SCULPTURES OF ALL TIME

Venus of Willendorf, C 28,000-25,000 BCE

The ur sculpture of art history, this tiny figurine measuring just over four inches in height was discovered in Austria in 1908.
Nobody knows what function it served, but guesswork has ranged from fertility goddess to masturbation aid. Some scholars

suggest it may have been a self-portrait made by a woman. It’s the most famous of many such objects dating from the Old
Stone Age.

Photograph: Courtesy Naturhistorisches Museum
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Bust of Nefertiti, 1345 BC

This portrait has been a symbol of feminine beauty since it was first unearthed in 1912
within the ruins of Amarna, the capital city built by the most controversial Pharaoh of
Ancient Egyptian history: Akhenaten. It has resided in Berlin

since before World War Il, and is now considered a symbol of

the city.

Photograph: Courtesy CC/Wiki Media/Philip Pikart

Michelangelo, David, 1501-1504

One of the most iconic works in all of art history, Michelangelo’s David had its origins
in a larger project to decorate the buttresses of Florence’s great cathedral, the Duomo,
with a group of figures taken from the Old Testament. The David was one, and was
actually begun in 1464 by Agostino di Duccio. Over the next two years, Agostino
managed to rough out part of the huge block of marble hewn from the famous quarry
in Carrara before stopping in 1466. (No one knows why.) Another artist picked up the
slack, but he, too, only worked on it briefly. The marble remained untouched for the
next 25 years, until Michelangelo resumed carving it in 1501.

Photograph: Courtesy CC/Wiki Media/Livioandronico2013
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Laocoon and His Sons, Second Century BC

Perhaps the most famous sculpture of Roman antiquity, Laoco6n and His Sons was originally unearthed in Rome in 1506 and
moved to the Vatican, where it resides to this day. It is based on the myth of a Trojan priest killed along with his sons by sea
serpents sent by the sea god Poseidon as retribution for Laocodn’s attempt to expose the ruse of the Trojan Horse. Originally
installed in the palace of Emperor Titus, this life-size figurative grouping, attributed to a trio of Greek sculptors from the Island of

—
—
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Rhodes, is unrivaled as a study of human suffering.

Photograph: Courtesy CC/Wiki Media/LivioAndronico

Antonio Canova, Perseus with the Head of
Medusa, 1804-6

Italian artist Antonio Canova (1757-1822) is considered to be the greatest
sculptor of the 18th-century. His work epitomized the Neo-Classical style,
as you can see in his rendition in marble of the Greek mythical hero
Perseus. Canova actually made two versions of the piece: One resides at
the Vatican in Rome, while the other stands in the Metropolitan Museum of
Art’s European Sculpture Court.

Photograph: Courtesy The Metropolitan Museum of Art/Fletcher Fund
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The Terracotta Army, 210-209 BC

Discovered in 1974, the Terracotta Army (arguably the most stupendous find in all archaeological history) is an enormous cache of
clay statues buried in three massive pits near the tomb of Shi Huang, the first Emperor of China, who died in 210 BC. Meant to protect
him in the afterlife, the Army is believed by some estimates to number more than 8,000 soldiers along with 670 horses and 130
chariots. Each is life-size, though actual height varies according to military rank. While the features for each soldier appear unique,
they’re actually based on 10 basic facial shapes, part of an assembly line process in which craftsmen used molds to fabricate the
figures in separate segments before joying them together with a watered-down clay called slip. The soldiers were then outfitted with
actual weapons (spears, swords, etc.) and painted bright colors, though over time, the pigment faded or flaked off completely.

Photograph: Courtesy CC/Wikimedia Commons/Maros M r a z
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Introduction

In 1929, Gujarat Vidyapidth published its first edition of
Alel ofexRicdl Aiswilsial, the Gujarati comprehensive dictionary.

In the preface, Gandhiji wrote, “scl US| sSlg A1 ¥lsW(l
scll-lu(dsR +l”. This was the beginning of a new epoch

for Gujarati.

In the early eighteen century, people on the Indian
subcontinent spoke many more dialects than are spoken
today. Most dialects, including Gujarati, did not qualify as
‘language” because they lacked definitive dictionary and
formal grammar. At that time, written materials consisted only
of manuscripts. With the introduction of the printing press,
publishers of Gujarati books offered books in quantities never
imaginable before. This formalized Gujarati as a one of the
official languages of India, in a time where many other
dialects did not make the technological transition and thus
are now endangered or even extinct.

Now, in the 21st century, we are experiencing another
such tectonic shift, a move from paper book to digital. We feel
that any language that does not make this transition will be in
danger of becoming extinct by 2050. However, communities
that choose to participate in this digital revolution are at a
great advantage, as ubiquitous accessibility becomes
common.

Every electronic device — from mobile phones to
automobiles — will hold literature in the digital form and it will
be accessible to people worldwide.

Mission
“Preserve and spread Gujarati literature through digitization”

In the Westem world, a similar successful effort, Project Gutenberg,
created over 40,000 free books in digital format and was instrumental
in making e-Book reader ubiquitous. Instantly, thousands of books from
Shakespeare to Agatha Christie became available to eBook readers at
no charge. Over 1,000 million downloads of free ebooks have already
occurred. Once Gujarati books are digital, they will be instantly
available on eBook readers and readable via Kindle, iPad, Android
tablets and smart phones. In the digital form they will be fuly
searchable with any search engine.

Accomplishments

In a very short time, Ekatra picked up pace and involved
numerous volunteers from across the world:

* Registered Ekatra Foundation as US not-for-profit
organization

A_

Foundation

* Designed and test creation of ebook using both soft copy
and physical books.

 Became the first entity to offer true digital Gujarati
ebooks for free on the web, Kindle, iPad, Android tablets,
Android smart phones, iPhone and regular computers.

» Built ebook conversion process. Ekatra created/obtained
tools to convert proprietary fonts into Unicode, obtained
access to Gujarati OCR, established standard ePUB template
and created ePUB formatting guide to achieve efficient
repeatable scalable process.

» Designed Ekatra Website and offer first 25 free books.
Converted total of 50 books.

» Formed literary committee and selected 86 books for
conversion. Received permission to convert 20 books.

» Received permission to offer over 50 books published by
Lok-Milap Trust.

* Published 8 issues of bimonthly Gujarati e-digest,
AU,

» Established communication with leading Gujarati not-for-
profit organizations including Gujarat Vidyapith, Gujarati
Sahitya Parishad, Forbes Gujarati Sabha, Lok-Milap Trust
and Guijarati branch of Wikipedia (@%ﬁld).

Goals

* Esablish Ekatra as the premier online Gujarati literature
digital library.

« Offer 200 free ebooks on Ekatra’s website.

« Offer the same on leading bookstores including Amazon,
iBookstore, smashword.com and Flipkart.

« Publish 6 issues of dU-. Create awareness of the

available Guijarati literary resources.

« Expand volunteer organization to support book
conversion and proof reading tasks.

+ Collaborate and share knowledge about digital books
with other non-for-profit so they can also offer free digital
books.

Get Involved

While our volunteers are working on all fronts, we are
seeking help with the following:
* Sourcing of selected books in physical or PDF form.
* Proofreading of OCR content
* Assistance in creating local Ekatra volunteer community

Contact
Rajesh Mashruwala | mashru@ekatrafoundation.org
Atul Raval | atulraval@ekatrafoundation.org

Ekatra Foundation is a not for profit organization exempt under section 501(c)(3).
It's Federal ID is 46-2153818.

Public Charity Status: 509(a)(1) & 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) - Effective Date of Exemption: April 24, 2013.






