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'Kabat Kabir, Yaa ghat bbeetar soor chand hai, yaa ghat naulakb taara’'
Painting in water colour by Gulammohammed Sheikh
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Vertical Landscape Papercut Illustration by Eiko Ojala
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Introduction
In 1929, Gujarat Vidyapidth published its first edition of
W Asradl =suilsia, the Gujarati comprehensive dictionary.

In the preface, Gandhiji wrote, “sd Wl 5154 2A2912 il
524l w512 44l”. Definitive dictionary was the last

foundation stone of modern Gujarati language whose
beginning can be traced with Narmad and Dalapatram in mid
nineteen century. Only a few select languages including
Guijarati rode the technology wave of printing press that was
introduced in the nineteen century. Today, Gujarati along with
only two-dozen other languages that leveraged printing press
technology are the official languages of India. All those
languages that could not make this transition are extinct or on
“‘endangered species” list.

Now in the twenty first century, we are experiencing
another such tectonic shift, a move from paper book to digital
or eBook. Any language that will not make this transition will
be extinct or on endangered species list by 2050 and its
literature confined to annals of history and university
research.

Conversely, languages surviving the digital revolution will
explode in usage. Access to literature will be ubiquitous.
Every electronic device — from mobile phones to cars will hold
literature in digital form. And every person will have
unhindered access to it.

Mission
“Preserve and spread Gujarati literature through digitization”

In the Western world, a similar very successful effort,
Project Gutenberg created over 40,000 free books in digital
format and was instrumental in making e-Book reader
ubiquitous. Instantly, thousands of books from Shakespeare
to Agatha Christie became available on the eBook readers at
no charge. Once Gujarati books are truly digitized, they will
be immediately available on eBook readers including Kindle,
iPad, Android tablets, Aakash and smart phones. On the web,
they will be fully searchable by Google search engine.

First Year’s Goals & Tasks
In the first year of operation, we will focus on two tasks

1. Supply technology. Provide robust and open source
software tools to convert existing content into true e-
Book formats.

2. Build organization. Establish relationship with i) authors
ii) publishers and iii) e-book distributors to source and
distribute eBooks. Build volunteer organization to
select, review and evangelize Gujarati digital library
vision.

A_

Foundation

Technology. Several obstacles stop publishers to make
Gujarati books available as eBooks. First, taking Gujarati
content created in DTP software into formats acceptable for
iPad, Kindle, Android tablets or smart phones requires a bit of
black magic. Second, very valuable Gujarati literature is
already available in proprietary digital form but there is no
simple process to convert this material into eBook. Finally,
absence of Gujarati OCR to convert printed books into eBook
format prevents digitization of classic literary books. Eaktra
will provide open source software, detailed “how to” help and
examples for each case.

Organization. In addition to creating a legal institution to
sustain this effort, there is need to build publisher and
distribution network for eBook. In the eBook world,
distribution of books requires new relationship with
organizations like Amazon, Google, Apple and Project
Gutenberg. In addition, more and more books are listed on
places like Google Books for search, reference and
purchase.

Eaktra will distribute copyright free or duly licensed
(Creative Commons) books. The publishers will be able to
utilize Eaktra tools and relationship to sell their copyright
books.

Get Involved

Eaktra needs help of global Gujarati diasporas, especially
senior citizens and students

a. Sourcing of Gujarati material available in PDF, DTP or
other such electronic format. This is the simplest form to
convert to eBook. Eaktra can receive such material if it is free
of copyright or licensed under Creative Commons. At this
moment, Eaktra is not yet ready to accept scanned (image)
books.

b. Receiving sample text of material that publishers may
wish to sell in eBook format. The samples text in PDF or
other electronic formats will be used during testing phase.
Publishers can be then be assured that the supplied
technology will be sufficiently robust.

c. Obtaining names of potential volunteers and
organizations that could assist in this mission in any form. We
could use assistance in variety of forms — from sourcing
material to reviewing to helping prioritize conversion.

Contact
Rajesh Mashruwala | mashru@ekatrafoundation.org
Atul Raval | atulraval@ekatrafoundation.org




